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Hundreds of students from across the United States and Canada apply for Spencer Educational Foundation scholarships 
every year. These students are a diverse group�in addition to majoring in risk management and insurance, some are 
also studying economics, �nancial planning and psychology. Below are pro�les of three remarkable 2009 Spencer 
Scholars who are planning careers in the risk management and insurance industries.

2005: Adam  
Israelov, a 2002 

Spencer Scholar, was 
a contestant on Donald 

Trump�s TV show,  
The Apprentice.

Spencer Scholar 
Spotlight

Spencer Educational Foundation 

has given me the opportunity to 

take all of the clas
ses I wanted 

and introduced me to many other 

insurance-related activit
ies.

Name: Michael T. Neaton
School: Barney School of Business, University of 
Hartford, West Hartford, Connecticut
Major: Business administration with a 
concentration in insurance/�nance and economics. 
I also plan to pursue an MBA in �nance.
Scholarship: William J. Clagnaz / ACE USA 
Memorial Scholarship
Hobbies or special interests: I attended RIMS 
2009 Annual Conference & Exhibition and regularly 
attend RIMS Connecticut Chapter meetings. I am 
a member of Beta Gamma Sigma and also the 
president of the Barney Leadership Council. I am on 
the University of Hartford�s rugby team, as well as 
several intramural athletic teams including softball, 
basketball and �ag football. I have also played the 
drums for roughly eight years and recorded an 
album with my twin brother.

Plans for the future: I want �rst-hand experience 
in all of the different areas of insurance, so I think 
I�d like to be an underwriter for a large company.  
Inspiration for a career in risk management 
and insurance: I met a risk manager from Aetna 
through my twin brother about three years ago 
who sparked my interest in the insurance industry. 
He has been a huge inspiration for me not only 
because of his job, but what he does outside of 
work.
How will Spencer Educational Foundation help 
you achieve your goals? I wanted to get a lot of 
work experience this summer and knew that some 
internships would be unpaid. With the help of this 
scholarship, I was accepted for two internships, one 
paid and one unpaid. 
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Name: Amanda Elizabeth Mozingo 
School: Virginia Commonwealth University,  
Richmond, Virginia
Major: Finance, with a concentration in insurance and 
risk management, and a minor in psychology. 
Scholarship: Spencer Educational Foundation 
General Scholarship and FM Global Scholarship 
Hobbies and special interests: I am an active 
member of Gamma Iota Sigma and will be serving as 
co-president during the 2009-2010 academic year. 
Outside of class, I enjoy spending time with my family 
and friends. On the weekends, I like to go hiking and 
camping. 
Plans for the future: I will graduate in May 2010 and 
hope to enter an underwriting trainee program within 
the surplus lines industry. 

Inspiration for a career in risk management and 
insurance:  My father. He worked in the industry 
for many years and had a very successful career. In 
addition, I attended a number of events�such as 
RIMS Annual Conference & Exhibition and monthly 
RIMS Virginia Chapter meetings�that have shown 
me that the opportunities within the insurance and 
risk management �elds are limitless. 
How will Spencer Educational Foundation help 
you achieve your goals? The Foundation�s support 
has allowed me to focus more on my school work 
and less on how I�m going to pay for my education. 
Achieving my goal of successfully completing a 
degree in risk and insurance is because of the 
Foundation�s support. In addition, obtaining a position 
in the insurance �eld following graduation, I will have 
accomplished yet another goal that is due in part to 
the Foundation.  

Name: Justin Matthew Gargus
School: Olivet College, Olivet, Michigan
Major: Insurance and risk management with a minor 
in �nancial planning.
Scholarship: John T. Lockton Memorial Scholarship 
and FM Global Scholarship
Hobbies or special interests: I am a member of the 
Alpha Alpha Chapter of Gamma Iota Sigma and will be 
its president for the upcoming school year. I am a RIMS 
student member and have attended several regional 
meetings associated with other insurance-related 
organizations. When not tending to my studies, I enjoy 
playing bass guitar in the Olivet College Jazz Band. 
Plans for the future: I hope to obtain a job in 
the insurance industry at a retail or wholesale 
brokerage �rm. 

Inspiration for a career in risk management and 
insurance: After the �Principles of Insurance and 
Risk Management� course I took as a freshman, I 
knew that a career in the industry was for me. The 
global insurance sector is so fascinating, which 
appeals to me.  
How will Spencer Educational Foundation help 
you achieve your goals? Coming from a middle 
class, blue-collar family, I will be the �rst to 
earn a college degree. As a result, my family 
cannot provide support for my college 
education. The scholarship I received 
will greatly ease the �nancial 
burden of my �nal year in 
college. 

Spencer Educational Foundation has provided me with the support and encouragement necessary to reach my goals, and for that I am very grateful. 

I truly believe that our industry  

has some of the greatest p
eople 

working in it, and org
anizations  

such as Spencer Educational 

Foundation prove it yea
r after year!




